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Investing in a Healthy Tomorrow 
Manitoba Medical Service Foundation Honours Grant Recipients  

 
Winnipeg, Manitoba, April 16, 2013 - FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
The Manitoba Medical Service Foundation (MMSF) and Manitoba Blue Cross are proud to recognize 
all 2012 MMSF awardees, including the 18 grant recipients from the 2012 MMSF Competition for 
Funds at our Awards Recipient Reception on Wednesday, April 24, 2013.  

 
The MMSF, primarily funded by Manitoba Blue Cross, annually awards grants and professorships for 
medical and health-related research projects. Since the MMSF was established in 1971, over $18 
million has been awarded to health research and education. This past year, the MMSF funded 64% 
of the grant applications received in the Competition for Funds.  
 
“MMSF is delighted to recognize our deserving award recipients and the 18 investigators who were 
successful in our 2012 MMSF research competition,” says MMSF Executive Director Dr. Greg 
Hammond. “As an organization committed to improving the health and well-being of Manitobans, we 
are excited to support such a high-caliber group of researchers as they endeavour to make advances 
in a diverse range of health-related areas.” 
 
In seeking funding for a research project, certain application criteria must be met. The foremost is 
the requirement that the research promotes scientific, educational or other activities for the 
maintenance and improvement of the health and well-being of Manitobans. The MMSF selection 
committee also conducts in-person interviews with candidates as part of the granting process. MMSF 
is particularly interested in young scientists early in their careers. 
 
“MMSF has funded remarkable researchers over the last four decades whose work we are benefiting 
from today,” says Manitoba Blue Cross President & CEO Andrew Yorke. “By continuing to support 
this wonderful organization, Manitoba Blue Cross is confident that we will witness even more 
significant breakthroughs in health research that will lead to improved treatments and outcomes.”  
 
Areas of health research for this year’s operating grant recipients include:  
 

 Antibiotics 
 Cancer and cell cycle regulation 

 Health and physical capacity  
 HIV drug resistance 

 Identification of acute stroke 

 Improving heart function post-heart attack  
 Inflammatory bowel disease 

 Intubation  
 Insulin sensitivity 

 
 
 

 

 Kidney failure  
 Leukemia  
 Liver disease 

 Multiple sclerosis 
 Neurodegenerative disease 

 Obsessive compulsive disorder 
 Post stroke rehabilitation 

 Spinal cord injury 

 Youth homicide and injury 
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In providing local health research professionals, especially first-time researchers, with much needed 
funding, the MMSF is able to advance research projects for the benefit of Manitoba and the world.  
 
For a detailed description of all 2012 awards and funded research projects or for more information 
on the Foundation, please visit Manitoba Medical Service Foundation’s website at www.mmsf.ca. 
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Interviews/photos available upon request. 
 

Media is also invited to take photos/gather footage at the Awards Recipient Reception 
on April 24 from 5 - 7 p.m. at the Manitoba Blue Cross Building, 599 Empress Street. 

Grant recipients will be on hand for interviews.  

 
For more information contact: 
 
Lisa Harrison, Marketing Communications Generalist 
Manitoba Blue Cross  
(204) 788-6821 
lisa.harrison@mb.bluecross.ca 
www.mmsf.ca 
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